
The Council of the Village of Millersburg met in regular session on June 25, 2012 at 
7:00 p.m.  Mayor Huebner called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Clerk-Treasurer Karen Shaffer gave roll call and the following members were in attendance: 
Devone  Polen,  Mike  Uhl,  Junior  Vaughn,  Greg  Hardesty,  Jim  Beechy,  and  Ruby  Baird. 
Solicitor Hines was also in attendance.  

VISITORS:   Bob Shoemaker asked for individual responses from all of Council as to 
what they each have done to help with the growth and progression of Millersburg.  Mike Uhl 
noted that if  he was referring to an industrial park, the Village does not have that kind of 
money to build one.  In addition the land is not easily available for a park, nor are there any 
existing buildings available.  Betty Patterson stated the something needs done as the Village 
is dying.  Mayor Huebner noted that  the Village does not  have an Economic Development 
Commission to work on those things.  Shoemaker suggested a committee to look into those 
areas and said he would volunteer to sit on the committee.

Andrea Kellogg addressed Council regarding Chapter 727 of the ORC.  This section 
provides that a municipal corporation has the power to levy and collect special assessments 
for a very broad and variety of reasons and an amount up to one-third of their property value. 
With residents previously voting down a one-half percent income tax increase, and Council 
adopting an $11 street light  fee and $15 license plate fee,  Kellogg felt  that Council  could 
continue to tax residents rather unlimited.  Mayor Huebner noted that Council  has already 
publically stated that if the ½% tax is passed boy the voters, they will rescind the street light 
and  license  plate  fees  effective  January 2014.   Kellogg  wanted  each  Council  member to 
publically give their word that they would not assess residents for anything in the future if the 
income tax is passed. Bob Hines addressed the issue by saying that Council is not able to 
make that commitment as they do not know what the future holds, as well as there will be 
different Council members throughout the years and a commitment to that degree is illogical.

Eric  Smeby  addressed  Council  regarding  the  referendum  that  was  filed  against 
Ordinance 2012-103.   Smeby felt  Council should have overlooked the technicality that the 
referendum was invalid and placed the license plate fee on the ballot anyway.  Solicitor Hines 
responded that the referendum was defective and was not legally able to be filed with the 
Board of Elections.

Shoemaker  told  Council  they  are  considered  the  bad  guys  in  the  Village.   Mayor 
Huebner noted that  he has stated many times residents can call  him or Council  with any 
questions or concerns, and no one ever calls.  Betty Patterson noted she talks to Jeff, but 
Council never has any discussions or participation in meetings.

Mike Taylor, a non-resident and a local CPA, addressed comments being made by 
the visitors.  Taylor noted he has worked over 40 years in Millersburg.  He, along with a group 
of residents and a few village officials has met to discuss the need for additional revenue. 
Taylor surmised that he has looked at the financials of the Village and they have a limited 
ability  to  reduce  expenditures  further  than  what  they  already  have  when  they  eliminated 
services and personnel. It is not a fair statement to say that Council is the bad guys.  Taylor 
indicated he is setting up a meeting next week with this referendum committee to review the 
financial status of the Village.  He addressed a few concerns stating that he for one would 
not like to see the Police Department shut down at midnight.  In addition the industrial park 
that continues to be mentioned is not a reasonable request.  The lay of the land of the Village 
is not conducive for that and land acquisition would be very costly.  Taylor also noted that 
Economic Development Grants are no longer available due to cuts at the Federal and State 
levels.    Taylor stated we all  should be looking at the positives of  the Village and not the 
negatives.  Betty Patterson noted that something needs done as there are too many empty 
houses in the Village.

Marcella  Patterson  asked  if  the  Village  currently  receives  revenue  for  street 
maintenance.   Clerk-Treasurer  Karen  Shaffer  said  the  Village  does  receive  some  funds 
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through Gas and License tax which is deposited  to the Street  and State Highway Funds. 
Patterson said she personally doesn’t feel Council are the bad guys, but she would like see 
budgets and financials in detail for the last two to three years.

Arlie Rodhe commented that he has reviewed the finance details and he believes now 
also that the Village is in need of seeking additional revenue.  He will be meeting with them 
along with Taylor next week, and he feels they will see what and where the need is.  

MINUTES:  Motion made by Beechy to suspend  the reading of  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting.  Seconded  by  Hardesty.   Upon  roll  call,  motion  carried  with  Beechy, 
Hardesty, Baird, Vaughn, Uhl, and Polen voting aye.  There were no additions or corrections. 
Motion made by Baird to accept the minutes as presented. Seconded by Hardesty.  Upon roll 
call, motion carried with Baird, Hardesty, Beechy, Polen, Uhl, and Vaughn voting aye. 

BILLS: Motion made by Uhl to pay bill resolution 2012-20, bills’  $46594.13;  payroll 
$40020.56; total $86614.69.  Seconded by Vaughn. Upon roll call, motion carried with Uhl, 
Vaughn, Polen, Hardesty, Beechy, and Baird voting aye. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS:
Chief Vaughn:  Informed Council the 2010 cruiser purchased from the City of Dover 

was picked up last week.  Equipment needs to be installed and the car should be in service 
within three weeks.  Vaughn requested permission to trade the 2002 cruiser with Takedown 
Enforcement  in  exchange  for  installation  of  equipment;  equipment  and  an  in-store credit. 
The 2002 has 156,000 miles is estimated to be worth $1,000.  Council had no objections to 
the  trade.   Mayor  Huebner  thanked  the  Police  Auxiliary  again  for  their  $8,000  donation 
towards to car.

Administrator Troyer: Informed Council on July 11th, the P&Z Commission will hear a 
variance request from Josh Proper for side yard setback for a garage addition, a variance for 
signage  at  Pomerene  Hospital,  the  rezoning for  New Pointe  Church and  the  Fairgrounds 
property as well as consider the alley and street vacations for the proposed Bands well near 
IPS.

Informed Council the Design Review Board will meet on July 11 th as well to consider 
Certificate of Appropriateness applications for Larry’s Music and the Voice of Holmes County 
signage.

Informed  Council  the  Tier  II-Grant  administration  agreement  is  ready  for  Council 
action.  We are starting to look at scheduling the lighting work for our building.  In the near 
future we should know whether the LED lights will be approved for the Gridsmart program 
from AEP then we will compare the costs and incentives of LED-vs.-fluorescent lighting and 
make a final decision.  

Informed Council  New Pointe  Church  and  the  Fairgrounds  are  requesting  Council 
approve a revocable right of  way use agreement for the freestanding sign along the west 
side of the driveway at this location due to the right of way extending 85+ feet in this area 
from the edge of pavement.  The request is to locate the sign approximately 20 feet from the 
edge  of  pavement.  Motion  made  by  Hardesty  to  approve  the  revocable  right-of-way. 
Seconded by Polen.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Hardesty, Polen, Uhl, Vaughn, and 
Baird voting aye.  Beechy abstained.

Mayor  Huebner:   Thanked  Council,  Village  Staff,  Antique  Festival  Committee 
members, and the residents that assisted with clean-up day of the downtown area on June 
23. Troyer also thanked the Fair Board for hand tools and brooms they loaned to the Village.

Asked Council  for  a decision on the proposed income tax increase for  the Village. 
The filing deadline is August  7 and Council  needs to decide what  percentage of  increase 
they are asking for.  After brief discussion, Council agreed upon a ½% income tax increase to 
be placed on the November ballot.

Asked  Council  to  decide  on  the  referendum  petition  that  was  filed  this  morning 
regarding Ordinance 2012-105 – Street Light Fee.  Options are to repeal the ordinance or 



place the issue on the November ballot.  Council agreed to place the issue on the November 
ballot.

LEGISLATION: Mayor Huebner read Ordinance 2012-106 “
An Ordinance Prohibiting Rehiring Of A Retired Former Full-Time Village Employee” for the 
third  time  by  title  only.   Motion  made  by  Baird  to  pass  and  adopt  Ordinance  2012-106. 
Seconded  by  Hardesty.   Upon  roll  call,  motion  carried  with  Baird,  Hardesty,  Polen,  Uhl, 
Vaughn, and Beechy voting aye. 

Mayor Huebner read Ordinance 2012-107 “An Ordinance Restricting The Collection, 
Movement, Appropriation Or Disposition Of Any Garbage, Rubbish, Yard Waste, Recyclables 
And Bulk Items” for the second time by title only.

Mayor  Huebner  read  Ordinance  2012-108  “An Ordinance  Designating  The  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery As An Historic Landmark” for the second time by title only. 

Mayor  Huebner  read  Ordinance  2012-109  “An  Ordinance  Amending  Zoning  Map 
(Zoned Territory) Of The Village Of Millersburg” for the first time by title only.

Mayor Huebner read Resolution 2012-21 “A Resolution To Allow The Mayor To Sign An 
Agreement  With  The Holmes County  Planning  Commission And  Holmes County  Economic 
Development Council  Regarding Administration Of The Tier 2 Comprehensive Revitalization 
Grant” for the first time by title only.  Motion made by Vaughn to suspend the second and third 
reading of  Resolution 2012-21.  Seconded by Hardesty.   Upon roll call,  motion carried with 
Vaughn, Hardesty, Baird, Beechy, Uhl, and Polen voting aye.  Motion made by Uhl to pass and 
adopt  Resolution  2012-21.   Seconded  by Beechy.   Upon  roll  call,  motion  carried  with  Uhl, 
Beechy, Polen, Vaughn, Hardesty, and Baird voting aye.

Mayor  Huebner:  Asked  for  any  other  comments  or  discussion.   Brent  Hofstetter 
expressed his thoughts on Village matters.   He noted that perhaps individuals would better 
help the Village by supporting Council, such as in the clean-up day, as opposed to going door 
to door with clip boards for signatures and filing referendums against Village legislation.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion made by Polen to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Uhl. 
Upon roll  call,  motion carried with Polen,  Uhl,  Vaughn,  Hardesty,  Beechy,  and Baird voting 
aye.
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