
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

2017 ANNUAL TAX BUDGET 

JULY 11, 2016 – 6:45 P.M. 
 

A Public Hearing for the 2017 Annual Tax Budget was held Monday July 11, 2016 at 6:45 
p.m.  Council members in attendance were Devone Polen, Brent Hofstetter, Junior Vaughn, Robert 
Shoemaker, Kelly Hoffee and Ruby Baird.  Mayor Huebner opened the hearing for public comments. 

Councilwoman Hoffee questioned the numbers presented and referenced that more money 
is being spent than what is being received. Clerk-Treasurer Shaffer explained that she was correct 
and that normally you only budget expenses for the amount of funds you anticipate receiving.  
However, since the passage of the additional ½% income tax, the Village is retaining $125,000 
annually for the Reserve Balance Fund, as well as attempting to get back on track with an annual 
street resurfacing/vehicle/equipment program. Hoffee asked what a response would be to taxpayers 
that questioned the expenses versus the receipts. Shaffer noted that her personal response would 
be this; with additional income tax monies coming in (and the promise to residents to get streets 
back in shape), if we didn’t spend some of this, the fund balances would grow, causing questions as 
to why the new tax was needed. Once streets/equipment/vehicles are back on track, the ideal 
budget would be to only spend the amount of money as is anticipated in receipts for the year, which 
would leave the carry-over balance untouched, as to not require any new funding sources for years 
to come. 

With no other questions or comments, Mayor Huebner closed the Public Hearing on the 
2017 Annual Tax Budget.   
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REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
 
The Council of the Village of Millersburg met in regular session on July 11, 2016 at 7:00 

p.m.  Mayor Huebner called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Clerk-
Treasurer Karen Shaffer gave roll call and the following members were in attendance: Devone 
Polen, Brent Hofstetter, Junior Vaughn, Robert Shoemaker, Kelly Hoffee and Ruby Baird. 
Solicitor Robert Hines was also in attendance. 

VISITORS: Dr. Robert & Kathy Hart presented information to Council on their vision of a 
community dog park.  The Why; Where; Who; and How’s of a park were discussed. 
(presentation attached as part of the minutes). Hart’s noted they would like the Village to accept 
donations for the park. Shaffer noted she would look into the requirements needed to establish 
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a fund for the park. The majority of Council agreed to move forward, while Councilman Vaughn 
was not in favor of the project. 

Eric Smeby and David Crissey presented a check from the Millersburg Eagles for $1000 
to the Police Auxiliary to help with the construction of a new police garage.  The Eagles was 
thanked for their generous donation. 

MINUTES: Motion made by Baird to suspend the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. Seconded by Shoemaker. Upon roll call, motion carried with Baird, Shoemaker, Polen, 
Hofstetter, Vaughn, and Hoffee voting aye.  Motion made by Hofstetter to accept the minutes as 
presented. Seconded by Polen. Upon roll call, motion carried with Hofstetter, Polen, Baird, 
Hoffee, Shoemaker and Vaughn voting aye.   

BILLS: Motion made by Vaughn to pay bill resolution 2016-23 bills’ $15748.26; payroll 
$39377.75; total $55126.01. Seconded by Hoffee. Upon roll call, motion carried with Vaughn, 
Hoffee, Polen, Hofstetter, Shoemaker and Baird voting aye. 

 REPORTS OF OFFICERS:   

Administrator Troyer:  Informed Council the Planning Commission approved the 
variance request on July 6th from Habitat for Humanity for side yard setbacks for a new home to 
be constructed at 634 Elm Street. 

MINUTES: Motion made by Baird to suspend the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. Seconded by Shoemaker. Upon roll call, motion carried with Baird, Shoemaker, Polen, 
Hofstetter, Vaughn, and Hoffee voting aye.  Motion made by Hofstetter to accept the minutes as 
presented. Seconded by Polen. Upon roll call, motion carried with Hofstetter, Polen, Baird, 
Hoffee, Shoemaker and Vaughn voting aye.   

BILLS: Motion made by Vaughn to pay bill resolution 2016-23 bills’ $15748.26; payroll 
$39377.75; total $55126.01. Seconded by Hoffee. Upon roll call, motion carried with Vaughn, 
Hoffee, Polen, Hofstetter, Shoemaker and Baird voting aye. 

 REPORTS OF OFFICERS:   

Administrator Troyer:  Informed Council the Planning Commission approved the 
variance request on July 6th from Habitat for Humanity for side yard setbacks for a new home to 
be constructed at 634 Elm Street. 

Informed Council Dennison Bridge is planning on starting the ODOT 241 Slide Repair 
project next week with the replacement of the culvert that crosses SR 241.  After this is 
completed, they will begin the construction of the drilled shaft retaining wall within a few weeks.  
A potential conflict exists with the upcoming resurfacing of SR 241 and ODOT is working with 
both contractors to coordinate schedules. 

Informed Council the area for the playset has been prepared for the ODNR Clay Street 
project and Weaver Playsets has been notified that we are ready for them to install the 
equipment.  We are waiting on the contractor to begin the demolition of the existing pavilion. 

Informed Council the 2016 Street Resurfacing is scheduled to begin July 18 
Informed Council Millersburg Christian Church is going to be holding a community 

service day on Sunday, July 17th.  As you remember, last year they painted the pavilion, tables, 
and steps at Deer Run Park.  This year, they have agreed to paint the bells at the square, a 
pole at the corner of E. Jackson/S. Crawford and the playground equipment at Old Airport Park.  
We’d like to thank the Church for their service to our community. 

Informed Council Septage Receiving for June totaled 110,570 gallons for $6,380.60. 
Informed Council Kimble Recycling total for the month was 10.56 tons. The total 
collected 

for the year end was 138.91 tons. (120.51 last year). The recipient the last two years of the 
incentive funds was the Holmes County Park District. 

Informed Council the property owner at 364 S. Clay St. (Piatt) is requesting permission 
to remove a dead tree on the tree lawn.  Motion made by Hoffee to approve the tree removal 
request.  Seconded by Shoemaker.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Hoffee, Shoemaker, 
Baird, Vaughn, Hofstetter and Polen voting aye. 

Clerk-Treasurer Shaffer: Presented the June 2016 Financial Reports consisting of the 
Bank Reconciliation; Appropriation Summary, Fund Summary, Revenue Summary, Payment 
Summary, and Payroll. There were no questions or comments. 

Informed Council the Hartley Co. has applied to the Division of Liquor Control for a 
change in stock holders.  Council may request a hearing on the change.  Chief Vaughn 



received the notice as well and was not required to complete a background check.  Motion 
made by Hofstetter to not request a hearing.  Seconded by Baird.  Upon roll call, motion carried 
with Hofstetter, Baird, Polen, Vaughn, Shoemaker and Hoffee voting aye. 

Solicitor Hines:  Informed Council he contacted the Humane Society regarding them 
accepting stray cats that may be trapped in Millersburg.  At this time, they are not accepting any 
cats.  Administrator Troyer noted he spoke with Killbuck regarding the trap, spay/neuter and 
release program they started.  He was informed the program did not have a very good result. 

Mayor Huebner: Presented to Council a proposal in the way the Economic 
Development (Bed Tax) Funds are dispersed.  Currently 50% of the monies received are 
placed into the Economic Development Grant Fund and awarded annually as grants to 
approved applicants. The remaining funds; 46% and 4% respectively are deposited into the 
General Fund with the 46% being awarded by Council to entities as “discretionary grants”.  The 
4% is retained as administrative fees.  His proposal is to keep the 4% admin fees in the 
General Fund and deposit 96% into the Economic Development Fund.  The monies received in 
that fund annually would then be dispersed as follows: 70% to Historic Downtown Millersburg; 
15% to the Holmes County Antique Festival; and 15% to the Holmes County Historical Society. 
Members of all three groups were in attendance and were of favor the proposal and noted this 
would help immensely with budgeting.  The Advisory Board would be disbanded and the grant 
process/discretionary funds would be eliminated. In approving the proposal, HDM would also be 
responsible for assisting Antiques in the Alley and for paying their own Heritage Ohio annual 
dues. The groups would still be required to submit an annual application due in November.  
Motion made by Hoffee to approve the proposal and move forward with preparing the required 
Ordinance.  Seconded by Hofstetter.  Upon roll, motion carried with Hoffee, Hofstetter, Polen, 
Vaughn, Shoemaker and Baird voting aye. 

LEGISLATION:  Motion made by Baird to approve the 2017 Annual Tax Budget.  
Seconded by Vaughn.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Baird, Vaughn, Hoffee, Shoemaker, 
Hofstetter and Polen voting aye. 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion made by Hoffee to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by 
Hofstetter.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Hoffee, Hofstetter, Polen, Vaughn, Shoemaker 
and Baird voting aye. 
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