
The Council of the Village of Millersburg met in regular session on July 23, 2012 at 7:00 
p.m.  Mayor Huebner called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Clerk-
Treasurer Karen Shaffer gave roll call and the following members were in attendance: Devone 
Polen, Mike Uhl, Junior Vaughn, Greg Hardesty, and Jim Beechy.  Motion made by Hardesty 
to excuse Ruby Baird.  Seconded by Beechy.   Upon roll call,  motion carried with Hardesty, 
Beechy, Polen, Vaughn, and Uhl voting aye. Solicitor Hines was also in attendance.  

VISITORS:  Betty Patterson told Council  she recently met with Cemetery Sexton Pat 
Mellor to purchase graves at Oak Hill Cemetery.  She told Council they should be proud of Mr. 
Mellor and his professionalism, kindness, and genuine compassion he shows.  She was very 
impressed with Mellor and noted she felt good about the care and attention he would provide 
in difficult situations.  Mayor Huebner and Council thanked Patterson for her comments.

MINUTES: Motion made by Vaughn to suspend the reading of the minutes of the Public 
Hearing & Regular Session of Council held July 9, 2012.  Seconded by Beechy.  Upon roll call, 
motion carried with Vaughn,  Beechy,  Polen,  Uhl,  and Hardesty voting aye.   There were no 
additions  or  corrections.   Motion  made  by  Beechy  to  accept  the  minutes  as  presented. 
Seconded  by  Uhl.   Upon  roll  call,  motion  carried  with  Beechy,  Uhl,  Hardesty,  Polen,  and 
Vaughn voting aye.

BILLS: Jim Beechy asked where the trees were taken down as noted by the invoice 
from Cline Bros.  Administrator Troyer reported one tree was located off of Fairview Avenue on 
cemetery property and the other was on the bank off of S. Monroe St. at Clay St. Park.  Both 
trees were dead and limbs had been falling. Motion made by Uhl to pay bill resolution 2012-25, 
bills’ $39207.13; payroll $36734.27; total $75941.40.  Seconded by Hardesty. Upon roll call, 
motion carried with Uhl, Hardesty, Polen, Vaughn, and Beechy voting aye. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS:
Administrator  Troyer:  Informed Council the  P&Z Commission  approved  a  variance 

request  from  Josh  Proper  for  a  garage  addition  as  well  as  the  variance  for  signage  at 
Pomerene Hospital.   The Board also recommended the rezoning of the New Pointe Church 
and the Fairgrounds property as well as the alley and street vacations for the proposed Bands 
well near IPS.  Troyer told Council a public hearing is required for the New Pointe/Fairgrounds 
rezoning.  Troyer suggested the public hearing date be August 27th at 6:45 P.M. before the 
regular Council meeting.  Council had no objections.

Informed Council  the  Design Review Board  approved  Certificate  of  Appropriateness 
applications  for  Larry’s  Music  and  the  Voice  of  Holmes  County  signage  at  its  July  11th 
meeting.  The DRB has 4 more COA applications on the agenda for the August 1st meeting, 
including  signage  for  the  Holmes  County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Millersburg  Glass  & 
Collectibles at 10 S. Clay Street, Lux Hair Studio at 34 S. Clay Street, and HDM’s new office at 
6 West Jackson Street.

Informed Council a meeting was held with an additional applicant for the Tier II grant 
money. At this point, the applicant is not sure yet if they will proceed.

Informed Council there is no update on the LED lighting project at this time.
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Informed Council Aspen Energy has been reviewing our previous AEP electric bills for 
a possible savings on annual energy consumption/rates.  They selected Champion Energy as 
the best company fit for the Village.  The rate for transmission is guaranteed for either a 12, 
18,  or 24 month period.  Champion’s rate for a 12 month period is 5.02 cents per kwh and 
AEP’s current rate is 7.33 cents per kwh. There may be a potential savings of  $28,500 per 
year  by contracting  with  Champion.   There  are still  some questions  on to how the  rate is 
calculated.  Troyer will have more information available at the next meeting.

LEGISLATION:   Mayor Huebner read Ordinance 2012-109 “An Ordinance Amending 
Zoning Map (Zoned Territory) Of  The Village Of Millersburg” for the third time by title only. 
Motion made by Beechy to pass and adopt Ordinance 2012-109.  Seconded by Polen.  Upon 
roll call, motion carried with Beechy, Polen, Uhl, Vaughn, and Hardesty voting aye.

Mayor  Huebner  read  Emergency  Resolution  2012-26  “A  Resolution  Directing  The 
Board Of Elections To Place Upon The Ballot At The General Election, November 6, 2012, 
The Question Of Implementing A Street Lighting Fee, And Declaring It An Emergency” for the 
first time by title only.  Motion made by Hardesty to suspend the rules requiring the second and 
third reading of Resolution 2012-26.  Seconded by Beechy.  Upon roll call, motion carried with 
Hardesty, Beechy, Vaughn, Uhl, and Polen voting aye.  Motion made by Beechy to pass and 
adopt Resolution 2012-26.   Seconded by Uhl.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Beechy, Uhl, 
Polen, Vaughn, and Hardesty voting aye.

MAYOR  HUEBNER:  Noted  at  the  last  Council  meeting  a  list  of  questions  was 
submitted to the Village asking they be answered at tonight’s meeting.  The Mayor noted the 
tax levy committee, along with some Village staff  will meet with the residents submitting the 
questions and respond with the answers.  The meeting is scheduled for July 30 at 6:00 pm. in 
Council chambers. 

Mayor Huebner read a letter from Eric Smeby he received dated July 10, 2012. Smeby 
said in his letter he was disappointed with Council’s actions regarding a proposed income tax 
increase. His disappointment was that he felt Council never told anyone that if a ½% income 
tax would pass, the license plate fee and street light fee would still be in effect for the year 
2013 as well as the increase in income tax if it passed.  Mayor Huebner addressed the letter 
by providing  and reading  excerpts  from Council  minutes,  Committee  Meeting  minutes,  and 
newspaper articles which states Council has always said the fees would be repealed effective 
January 2014 if the ½% income tax would pass by the voters.  The dates of the documents 
ranged from March 15 thru June 27, 2012.

NEW BUSINESS:  Bill Robinson, owner of Hotel Millersburg asked Council to consider 
approving three additional  parking  spaces in the downtown area.   Robinson now owns the 
former County Annex building.  He would like to remove a section of sidewalk along S. Clay St. 
which will create three parking spaces.  One would be designated as handicap which would be 
beneficial to the Veteran’s Service Office located in the building and the remaining two would 
be regular parking.  Chief Vaughn and Nate Troyer stated they did not see any problems with 
the plans and it would not hinder traffic flow or the turn radius for large trucks.  Robinson noted 
he was not asking the Village to share in any of the costs of the project.  With some further 
discussion,  a motion  was made by Beechy to  approve  the  parking  spaces.   Seconded  by 
Hardesty.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Beechy, Hardesty, Vaughn, Uhl, and Polen voting 
aye.  Jennifer Hofstetter noted that new trees were planted along the sidewalk recently and 
they  were  donated  by  Alethea  Maxwell.   Hofstetter  asked  that  they  be  placed  in  another 
location since they were donated.  Council and the Mayor assured her that the trees will be 
relocated.

ADDITIONAL  COMMENTS:  Betty  Patterson  asked  if  the  current  income  tax 
regulations  provided a credit  for  tax paid  to other communities.   Mayor Huebner  noted the 
Village does not offer a credit.



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Motion made by Beechy to adjourn into executive session to 
confer  with  the  public  body’s  attorney  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  pending  litigation. 
Seconded by Polen.  Upon roll call, motion carried with Beechy, Polen, Hardesty, Vaughn, and 
Uhl voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ACTION:  None.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion made by Polen to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Uhl. 

Upon roll call, motion carried with Polen, Uhl, Vaughn, Hardesty, and Beechy voting aye.
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